Snare retrieval of the distal tip of a fractured rotational atherectomy guidewire: roping the steer by its horns.
Numerous methods have been described for retrieving fractured guidewires from the coronary circulation. We report a case of a fractured rotational atherectomy guidewire retained within a coronary artery. The standard technique of snaring the proximal end of the retained fragment was impossible because its radiolucency rendered it invisible. The snare was passed beyond the retained fragment and retracted to capture the distal tip. When snaring a foreign body, identifying the most accessible part is critical to the success of the procedure.